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of the cases, "Why, he's just like the boy I know down the street
here!" or "Cousin Mary's oldest daughter is just like this girl."
Readers who have had occasion to do case work may think, "The
Joneses are just like Round Girl's family. Mrs. Jones is the most
awful boss, Mr. Jones doesn't amount to much, and there is some-
thing the matter with most of the children there, too." However, if
it were possible to gather in the same place the boy down the street,
Cousin Mary's oldest daughter, the Joneses, and their Navaho
counterparts, the chances are that the differences between them
would be more apparent than the similarities. Much of their social
behavior would set them apart into white people and Navahos, and
things that pleased and interested one group would leave the other
cold or even annoyed. Left together long enough, Cousin Mary's
daughter and Slim Schoolgirl might discover that they had much
the same assortment of assets and liabilities and that they liked to
work in much the same way, but it would be a long time indeed
before a present of a war bond to Slim Schoolgirl and a sheep to
Cousin Mary's daughter would be equally satisfactory to each girl.
No matter how alike they are fundamentally, they have grown
up in different worlds, and the superstructure of habits, tastes, and
goals erected upon the underlying character sets them far apart.
In conclusion it it worth pointing out that the tests provided
indications of many of the social and psychological characteristics of
Navahos which had been described or inferred by previous ob-
servers.
This would seem to have important implications for future re-
search. In the case of the Navaho, perhaps, one might argue that
the research program was not really entirely necessary because there
were adequate data from other sources. But suppose one wished
these data for a group that had been less extensively studied. By
applying these methods, or better ones, could the main characteris-
tics be supplied? The picture would be incomplete in some respects,
and many of the finer details might be missing, but the principal out-
lines, sufficient for general forecasting and planning, could be ex-
pected to appear. The writers are by no means willing to assert that
tests alone will show everything about a group of people. In the
present experience, they seemed to supply useful material with rela-
tively little time and energy. But it is important to point out that